THE 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

O  F 

Moll  Flanders, 

V7ho  was  born  in  Newgate,  and,  during  a  Life 
oif  continued  Varieties  for  threefcore  Years, 
->v^s  twelve  years  a  whore,  five  times  a  Wife, 
whereof  once  to  her  own  Brother,  twelve 
Years  a  Thief,  was  eighteen  times  in  Bride- 
zvel/^  nine  times  in  New  Prifon^  eleven  tinaes 
in  WoodJ}reet  Compter,  fix  times  in  the  Foul- 
try  Compter,  fourteen  times  in  the  Gate- 
houfe^  twenty-five  times  in  iVifi£^^<2/(?;  fifteen 
times  whipt  at  the  Cart's-tail,  four  tim.es 
burn  t  in  the  Hand^Cnce  condemn'd  for  Life, 
eight  Years  tranfported  to  Virginia j  atlajl 
grew  rich,  liv'd  honeftand  dy'd  a  Penitent. 


Written  from  her  own  Memorandums^  and 
adorned  with  cms* 
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THE 

HISTORY 


O  F 

Moll  Flandi'rs,  &c. 


THE  raoft  remarkable  account  that 
I  can  give  of  my  Parents,  is,  that 
my  Father  was  hanged  for  Felony,  and 
my  mother  tranfported  for  the  fame  faft, 
after  fhe  was  delivered  of  me  in  Newgate  ; 
from  whence  I  was  taken  by  fome  Gypfies, 

whom 
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whom  I  remember,  and  left  mc  at  Cokhcf^ 
ffr  in  EJe^i  where  the  Magiibales  taking 
v  ioinpamon  on  me,  put  me  to  Nurfe  ;  with . 
whom  I  lived  thhteen  Years,  till  fuch 
i  mie  as  {he  died  ;  and  then  being  fancied  by 
rich  Gentlewomen,  for  my  nice  Needle 
X^^ork,  1  fhared  in  the  Education  of  her 
Daughters  in  '  Learning  to  dance,  fpeak 
i'rcnch^  and  playing  upon  Mufic,  thefe 
•  Quaiitications,  together  with  my  Beauty 
caeied  my  Lady's  eldeft  Son  to  pretend 
Love  to  me;  and  at  laft,  with  his  alluriag 


Speeches,  and  powerful  Gold,  his  melting 
Kifles,  and  affedionate  Promifes  that  he 
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\^uld  marry  me  as  foon  as  he  came  to  Age, 
he  prevaUed  upon  me  to  furrender  my  Vir- 
ginity up  to  him,  and  to  ufe  me  vvhenfo- 
ever  he  pleafcd ;  but  fcarce  a  Year  had 
expired,  befoie  that  his  youngeft  Brother 
pretended  Love  alfo,  in  fuch  an  open  and 
iioneft  Manner,  infomuch  that  all  the  Fa-^ 
mily  took  Notice  of  it.  How  I  fliould 
make  a  Wife  to  him»  and  the  farne  Time 
be  a  Whore  to  the  eldeft  Brother,  I  could 

/Rot  tell  without  being  ruined  ;   as  loving 

i  the  former  to  Extremity,  being  with  Child 
by  him,  but  in  ftiort  there  happening  fuch 

Difputes  between  the  two  Brothers  it  had 
like  to  have  driven  me  from  the  Family. 
But  the  eldeft  Brother  confented  I  fliould 
marry  the  youngeft,  as  not  caring  to  mar- 
ry me  himfelf,  behold  !  1  -privately  wed- 

;  dedhim,  who  the  firft  Night  came  fo  drunk 
^to  my  bed,  that  I  eauly  perfwaded  him  he 
had  done  what  th.e  eldeft  Brother  had  done 
before  him. 


In  two  Years  after  he  died,  leaving  me 
with  two  Children,  who  were  taken  Care 
of  by  his  Parents,  and  having  then  a  to- 
lerable good  Fortune  in  my  own  hands,  I 
married  a  Draper,  who  foon  was  forced 

from 
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from  ir.e  for  Debt  into  Francs,  ^'hick  Or 
bligt d  me  to  take  a  Lodging  in  the  Mint ; 
where,  in  a  Widow's  Habit,  1  took  upon 


me  the  Name  of  Mrs  Flanders.  Here  I  was 
courted  as  a  Miftrefs  by  feveral  lewd  Men, 
but  all  thefe  I  fcorned,  and  it  was  my  good 
Fortune  to  marry  a  Gentleman,  whofe  E- 
ftate  was  in  Virginia  \  and  whom  I  deceiv- 
ed, by  pretending  to  him  I  was  a  greater 
Fortune  than  I  really  was.    But  indeed^  he 

proved 
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proved  a  very  good  Hufband,  and  pre- 
vailed with  me  to  go  over  with  him  into 
Virginia';  where  I  was  kindly  received  by  , 
my  Hufband*s  Mother.  But  here  I  found 
that  our  Family^  was  of  the  Newgate  Train, 
flie  (hewing  me  where  (he  was  burnt  in  the 
hand,  bidding  me  not  wonder  ;  for  that 
Mayor  — —  was  an  eminent  Pick  Pocket, 

Juftice  B  r  was   a  (hop  Lifter,  and 

Tm  W  r  who  had  fo  narrowly  efca- 

;pcd  the  Nubbin g  Poft,  was  there  become 
zn  excellent  DiflTenting  Teacher. 


Here  I  lived  about  three  Ye^rs  without 
Slaving  Children,  but  not  without  an  in- 
ward Remorfe,  as  knowing  my  fecood  huf- 
band  was  not  dead.  And  this  fet  me  upon 
returning  again  into  England \  tiezing  my 
Spoufe  for  that  Purpofe;  who  wanted  to 
know  very  much  the  true  Occafion  of  it. 
But  I  told  his  Mother,  who  came  to  pump 
me,  that  her  Story  (he  had  told  me  of  his 
being  tranfported,  confirmed  me  in  the 
Belief  (he  was  my  Mother,  who  was  deli- 
vered on  me  in  NewgaUy  and  by  which 
•means  (he  was  faved'from  the  Gallows. 
This  very  much  furprized  her,  but  dread- 
ing the  Thoughts  of  having  another  Child 

by 
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"by  my  Hufband,  I  was  forced  to. diTclofo 
the  Matter  to  excufe  my  Coldnefs  to  him 
in  his  embraces.  Upon  hearing  this,  he 
fell  into  fo  deep  a  Melancholy,  that  twice 
:he  attempted  to  hang  himfelf,  but  was 
prevented  ;  and  it  was  with  very  much  Dif- 
ficulty before  I  could  obtain  leave  to  return 
to  England  fiom  him,  which  I  did  in  the 
Month  oi  Augufl^  after  eight  Years  Con- 
tinuance in  that  Country,  landing  an  MiU 
ford  Haven  in  Waks^  and  in  nine  Weeks 
.arrived  in  London^ 


Seme  Time  after  I  went  to  Bath  w^here 
r/aking  my  Circumftances  known,  my 
Landlady  lodged  and  boarded  me  at  a  very 
cheap  Rate,  till  the  Spring,  when  I  w^a* 
courted  by  a  Gentleman  who  had  a  Wife 
diftempered  m  her  Head,  and  I  received 
feveral  prelents  fiom  him,  as  a  Hundred 
Guineas  at  one  Time,  Fifty  at  another  for 
taking  care  of  him  in  an  lllnefs.  In  fliort, 
I  found  him  my  beft  Friend,  taking  fev€- 
ral  Journies  with  him,  till  at  laft  he  got 
me  with  child  ;  and  was  delivered  of  a  fine 
Boy,  going .  by  the  Name  of  Sir  Walter 
Cleavers.  Lady.  From  Bath^  we  returned 
to  Hanwierjmitky   near  London.    Six  Years 

I  lived 
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I  lived  with  this  Gentleman,  by  whom  T 
had  three  Children,  till  at  length  he  ieil 
fick  in  a  Houfe  he  had  taken  for  his 'Wife 
and  Family  at  Blsovifbury,  But  upcn  his 
Recovery,-!  found  that  I  was  flighted,  no 
doubt  thro*  Remorfe  of  Confcience.  Yet 
he  fent  me  a  ietter,  with  a  bank  Note  cf  50 
Pounds,  promifing  he  would  take  Care  of 
my  little  Boy,  but  wanting  to  get  the  o- 
ther  Fifty  Pounds  of  him,  1  fignified  a  gene- 
ral Releafe,  which  put  an  end  to  that  affair. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  my  for- 
tune to  get  an  Acquaintance  with  a  Clerk 
belonging  to  the  Bank  ;  whofe  Wife  hav- 
ing made  him  a  Cuckold,  by  keeping 
Company  with  an  OfEcer  of  the  Army  ; 
and  after  that  w^ith  an  Apprentice  belong- 
ing to  a  Draper.  I  had  like  to  have  become 
his  Bride,  promifmg  upon  that  Account  to 
get  a  Divorce  from  his  other  Wife. 

But  whihl  this  was  doing,  gomg  down 
into  Lancajhire^  and  being  imagined  to  be 
a  Fortune  of  fifteen  thoufand  Pounds,  I  was 
married  to  an  Injh  Gentleman,  by  a  il^- 
Clergyman ;  but  he  finding  that  I  had 
no  luch  Eflfecls  as  I  like  a  falfe  Woman  bad 

re- 
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reprefentcd  unto  Iiim,  nor  he  any  Eftate 
more  than  what  he  had  fpent  in  his  Equi. 
page  in  courting  me. 

He  therefore  left  me  as  much  money  ai 
would  bear  my  Charges  up  to  London^  dis- 
charged me  from  the  marriage,  left  a  let- 
ter lor  me  upon  the  Table,  and  went  away 
ihe  next  Morning.  But  after  he  had  dif» 
charged  his  Servants,  he  returned  at  night 
to  my  Joy,  and  accompanied  me  as  far  as 
to  Dunjfab!e^  Avhere  we  afterwards  parted 
after  mutual  Inftruftion  had  pafled  for  our 
future  Courfe  of  Life. 


^t  London  I  lodged  at  an  old  Midwife's, 
as  being  big  with  Child,  where,  (as  I  had 
given  Direftions)  a  Letter  was  fent  to  mc 
i  rom  out  of  Lancajhire ;  which  had  been 
directed  there  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Bank ; 
who  told  me  that  he  had  obtained  a  decree 
ngainft  his  Wife,  and  that  he  was  at  my 
Service.  To  this  I  returned  an  immediate 
Anfwer,  under  a  Cover,  that  I  would  be 
in  T®wn  the  latter  End  of  the  Year.  And 
indeed,  after  having  opened  the  Matter 
to  the  Midwife,  and  being  delivered  of  a 
brave  Boy,  which,  with  much  Difficulty, 

I  allowed 
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I  allawcd  her  to  diipofe  of,  I  went  to  Sio)2€ 
in  Lcincajbire^  and  fo  taking  Co:^chy  writ  a 


letter  to  my  Clerk  to  meet  me  at  BnckbiU ; 
there  in  a  (hort  Time  he  prevailed  with  me 
to  marry  him.  The  ne^t  Day,  from  the 
Window  of  the  Inn,  I  beheld  my  Lanca^ 
Jhire  Hu&and,  with  two  others  pafs  by; 
when  foon  after  they  were  all  three  purfu* 
ed  as  Highwaymen  ;  but  returning  fifely 
with  my  Hufband  to  Town,  I  lived  with 
him  exceeding  h^^pp^y,  for  the  fpace  of  five 
Years,  by  whom  I  had  two  Children.  Af- 
terwards I  rewarded  my  Midwife  for  her 
FideHty  to  me.  But  my  Hufband's  Clerk 
robbing  him^  it  flung  hini  into  fuch  a  gi  ief, 

that 
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that  it  immediately  ended  his  Life  ;  whicK 
entirely  deftroyed  all  ray  Happinefs. 

Soon  after  this,  being  reduced  to  very 
great  Extremity,  I  was  tempted  to  fteal  a 
fmall  bundle  out  of  an  Apoihecary^s  fliop 
in  Leadeiihall'Jlreet^  in  whicn  I  found  a 
fuit  of  Child-bed  Linen,  fine  Lace,  a  Sil- 
ver Mug  and  Spoons,  tnree  Shulings,  and 
other  Matters.  The  next  thing  which 
I  did,  Linveigi'd  a  little  Child  away,  fiom 
whom  I  took  its  Gold  Necklace  ;  but 
though  I  had  it  in  a  private  Place,  I  would 
not  kill  noiv  hurt  it,  and  put  it  in,the  Way 
Home  again.  Another  Time  I  took  out 
of  a  fliop  at  Stepney^  two  Ripgs ;  One  a 
Diamond  Ring,  and  the  other  a  plain  One  j 
And  as  I  was  once  in  Lc?nbard'Jlreet\  a 
Thief  being  purfued  dropped  a  bundle  of 
Silk,  the  which  1  made  oS  with  ;  and  af- 
terwards difpofed  of  it  to  a  good  Advantage, 
and  not  as  the  Thieves  commonly  do,  for 
a  Song.  Another  time,  I  ftole  a  Silver 
Tankard  out  of  an  Ale-hoiife,  which  I  af- 
terwards fold  to  a  Pawnbroker,  who  great-' 
ly  encouraged  me  in  fuch  things.  She 
fliortly  afterwards  help'd  me  to  a  Miftrefs, 
who  made  me  more  expert  in  the  Thieving 
art  i  but  not  more  Fortunate  j  far  firft, 
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flie  herfelf,  with  another  of  her  Scholars, 
were  apprehended,  and  committed  to  NeiO^ 
gate^  for  ftealing  two  Pieces  of  cambnck 
from  a  Linen  Draper,  in  Cheapfide :  Both 
of  whom  were  condemned  to  die,  but  on-^ 
Jy  our  Scholar  was  excufed  ;  for.  the  o- 
ther  came  off  with  what  they  call  a  Circuit 
Pardon  from  the  Judge. 


I  cannot  but  reflec'l  upon  one  Crime  i 
did  in  taking  from  the  Hands  of  a  Gentle- 
woman a  Bundle  of  Plate,  when  her  houfe 
was  on  fire,  and  conveying  it  away  to  my 
own.  Ufe^  and  fo  very  fortunate  was  I  in 
cfcaping,  that  I  became  exceeding  re- 
markable  amongft  the  Thieves;  for  none 
was  fo  great  as  Moll  Flanders ;  but  at 
length,  being  threatened  to  be  impeachM 
by  fome  in  Newgate^  I  cloathed  myfelf  in 
a  man's  Habit,  tho'  a  fmooth  Face  To- 
therwifeperfonable  and  tall  enough)  might 
foon  have  betrayed  me.  I  kept  Company 
with  another  Thief,  who  being  difcover- 
ed  as  he  was  ftealing  fome  Goods,  was  ta- 
ken, and  I  happily  efcaped.  I  had  fome 
Time  after  this  the  Happinefs  of  feeing 
him  hang'd^ 

My 
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My  Nam*  was  as  well  known  at  the 
Old  Baily^  as  a  remarkable  Traitor  is 
at  the  Secretaries  Office,  But  being  now  m 
excellent  Pick-pocket,  as  well  as  a  Strum- 
pet, I  took  from  a  Cull,  after  I  had  made 
him  drunk,  his  Gold  Watch,  witli  his  Silk 
Purfe  of  Gold,  fine  Perriwig,  Sword,  and 
Snuff-box;  and  leaping  out  of  the  coach 
(which  flood  ftill  to  let  another  Coach  pafs 
by),  I  left  my  Fool  to  mourn  his  Difafter* 
This  Succefs  made  me  follow  Whoring; 
again,  but  finding  the  Profit  ofittoofmall 
to  fupport  me,  I  returned  again  to  my 
old  Trade  of  feop-Hfting, 


And  one  Time  as  I  was  going  along  the 
Street  through  Ci^ent  Garden^  there  was 
a  Cry  of,  ftop  Thief,  flop  Thief ;  a  Mer^ 
cer^s  Shop  having  been  robb'd,  and  I  fe- 
cur*d  as  the  Tranfgreflbr,  and  mod  haugh- 
tily infulted  by  the  Mercer  and  his  Servants. 
In  a  little  Time  they  got  the  right  Thief, 
who  was  much  in  the  fame  Habit  as  riiine. 
But  for  this  affront,  1  profecuted  him  at  law 
made  the  fhop-kceper  come  to  an  -Agree- 
ment, whereby  I  got  an  Hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  ;  fo  that  all  this,  with  my  other 
Subllance,  might  have  maintained  me,  but 

lhavc 
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I  having  got  an  Itch  of  Thieving,  I  could 
•  in  no  manner  leave  it  off. 


I  had  an  Opportunity  of  commencing 
a  Coiner,  but  that  was  fuch  a  beggarly 
and  yet  fo  dangerous  a  BuCnefs,  that  I 
would  never  embark  in  it.  Nor  could  I 
ever  yet  be  brought  into  the  Society  of 
Houfe-breakers.  No  Perfons  could  be 
more  dextrous  in  flealing  Gold  Watches 
then  I  from  the  Ladies  Sides,  either  at  the 
Park,  the  play-houfe,  or  at  Church.  1 
was  alfo  very  de-aitrous  at  Gaming,  and 
atone  Time  cleared  73  Guineas.  The  un- 
common  Succefs  I  had,  made  me  go  into 
the  Country,  where  at  Cambridge^  Stur^ 
bridge  Fair,  and  at  New  Market^  I  ex- 
pertlj^*  performed  the  fame  Pranks  over 
again;  And  at  Iffwtch  I  robbed  a  Dutch* 
man  of  a  Portmanteau,  by  pretending  to  be 
his  Wife  in  an  Inn,  and  in  vhich  was 
very  large  Quandty  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

But  afterwards  coming  up  to  London^ 
and  venturing  boldly  into  a  fine  Silver- 
fmith's  Shop,  while  none  were  there,  I  waS  , 
perceived  by  a  fliop-k^eper  over  the  Way  j: 
but  as  I  had  a  Glance  of  hm^  fo  I  medlcd 

witk 
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With  notliing,  and  a  Jufticc  of  Peace  com* 
ing  by,  being  called  in,  clearM  .me  with 
flying  Colours, 

Another  Time,  going  into  a  Sempilrcfs's 
Shop  in  Chctijpfide^  and  cheapening  half  a 
Dozen  of  very  good  Holland  Shifts,  I 
doubted  the  Length  of  them  ;  upon  which 
the  Sempitrefs  ilipt'one  of  the  Smocks  up- 
on her,  which  gave  me  the  Advantage  to 
Pin  it  with  tvro  or  three  Pins  to  her  Petti- 
coat, and  taking  up  the  reft,  with  other 
Parcels  of  Muflin,  rua  away  out  of  the 
Shop.  The  Sempftrels  endeavouring  then 
to  pull  ofr  her  fmock,  pulPd  up  her  Clouts 
and  running  after,  cry'd.  Stop  Thtef^  Sfop^ 
Thief^  with  all  Ihe  had  exposM  to  the  Pub- 
lie*;  who  taking  her  for  a  mad  Woman, 
Tgot  clear  off  with  my  Booty,  and  the 
Sempftrefs  was  b.mter'd  to  her  dying  Day, 
befides  loling  to  the  Value  of  fifty  Pound* 
worth  of  Muflin. 

But  after  happening  to  fteal  fome  bro- 
caded Silk  from  a  Mercer's  Shop^  I  w^as 
apprehended,  and  being  carried  before  a 
Juftice,  was  committed  to  hewgate^  the 
Place  of  my  Nativity,  where  itisimpoffi- 
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ble  for  me  to  exprefs  the  Horrors  of 
a  difconfolate  Mind. 

Here  the  Wretches  triumphM  over  me» 
What!  faid  they,  is  Mrs  Flanders  come 
to  Newgate,  what  Mrs  Mary^  and  after 
plain  Moll  Flanders.  But  I  was  forc'd  to 
comfort  mylelf  with  this  Peace  of  Newgate 
Poetry. 

]f  1  fwtng  by  this  Strings 
I  /hail  hear  the      Bell  ring^ 
And  there's  an  End  cf  foor  Moll. 

Here  I  got  into  a  bicffed  Acquaintance 
whofe  Company  foon  made  me  as  harden- 
ed as  them,felves  ;  where  to  my  Amaze- 
ment I  beheld  among  them  my  former  Lan-^ 
cajkire  Hufband,  and  whofe  Misfortunes 
he  placed  upon  my  Account.  Here  my 
old  Tutorefs  had  done  what  (he  could  for 
me,  to  make  up  the  Matter  with  my  pro- 
fee  u  tors  ;  for  fhe  endeavoured,  tho'  to  no 
Purpofe,-to  hinder  the  Jury  from  finding 
the  Bill  of  indidment  a^inft  me/  At  the 
SeiTions  1  had  pleaded  not  Guilty,  but  was 

found 
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found  guilty  of  Felony,  and  fo  received 
Sentence  of  Death  accordingly. 

So  concerned  was  my  poor  Govern efs, 
that  having  repented  hcrfelf  of  all  her  Sins, 


fcnt  me  a  Minifter  a!fo,  who  reprefeirt- 
ed  to  me  thcfe  four  Important  Truths ; 
Beath,  Judgment,  Heaven,  and  HelU 
When  the  dead  Warrant  came  down,  he 
vifited  me  as  before ;  the  next  Day,  1 
heard  the  difmal  1  oil  of  St  Sepulchre's  Bell, 
and  then  was  informed  of  my  reprieve,  th^ 

uncx- 
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unexpected  Joy  made  me  immediately 
fall  into  a  terrible  Swoon. 

After  this,  I  was  put  on  Board,  in  Or- 
der for  Tranfpcrtation,  with  feveral  other 
Convids,  as  they  cali'd  us,,  where  we  en- 
dured great  Hardfliips,  as  the  firft  Nighft 
lying  upon  the  bare  Boards,  but  afterwards 
were  allowed  the  liberty  of  little  Cabin.g, 
if  we  had  any  Cloaths  to  lay  in  tiiem. 
That  Night  the  Ship  fell  down  into  a 


Place  which  Ihcy  call  BuJl?yM ;  from 
whence  I  fent  a  Letter  by  the  Boarfwain, 
who  came  on  Shore,  to  my  CroveriieCi,  and 

to 


to  my  poor  Lancajhire  Hufband.  The 
next  Day  my  Govcrnefs  brought  me  a  Sea- 
Bed  and  a  Cheft ;  in  one  Drawer  of  which 
was  my  Money ;  and  gave ,  me  an  Anfwer 
to  that  which  I  fent  to  my  Hufband  ;  who 
hoped,  though  he  could  not  go  with  me 
in  the  fame  Ship,  yet  to  fee  me  m  Virginia^ 
but  by  luterceffion,  he  was  afterwards  put 
on  Board  us^  where  my  Mor^ey  furnifhed 
us  with  good  Accommodation.  .  So  we 
took  likewife  feveral  Materials  with  us  for 
the  Work  of  Planting ;  and  fo  we  failed 
from  the  T>owns  the  13th  of  Aprils  and  ar- 
rived fafely  on  the  Coaft  of  /7r§;7«/^  where 
I  foon  perceived  my  own  Son,   and  my 
Brother  his  Father,  whom  I  had  made  my 
Hufband  twenty  Years  ago;  but  my  Mo- 
ther had  been  dead  fome  Time  before,  ha- 
ving left  a  confiderajble  Plantation  to  mc 
and  my  Heirs.    ^  '^-^  ^ 

r "  '  •  ^- 

Many  were  the  Ways  \  pondered  on  to 
get  from  the  Sight  of  my  Family  in  thefe 
wretched  Circumftances ;  fince  I  could  not 
bear  the  Sight  of  my  Child,  my  Brother  and 
Hulband,  who  lived  near  that  Place  I  had 
taken  for  my  Settlement;  and  upon  this 
very  Account  wc  moved  with  all  our  Ef- 

fcfts 
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fe&s  into  Maryland,  after  a  long  and  un- 
pleafant  Voyage,  where  we  bought  us  two 
Sei'vants;  an  Englifli  Woman  and  a  Negro 
Man;  then  took  a  piece  of  Ground  of  50 
Acres,  and  buHt  a  decent  Houfe  thereon. 
And  indeed  our  affairs  went  on  very  prof- 
perouHy,  fo  that  we  looked  upon  one 
another  with  pleafure;  and  then  I  obtained 
my  Hufloand's  Confent  to  go  to  Virginia; 
and  to  difcover  myfelf  to  my  Brother, 
When  I  landed,  I  writ  a  Letter  to  him 
telling  him  of  feveral  pardeular  affairs, 
which  Letter  came  into  his  Sons  hand,  who 
afkir^  the  MefTenger  where  the  Gentlewo- 
man was  that  wrote  it,  he  came  to  me, 
which  was  about  feven  Miles  off,  attended 
by  two  fervants  on  Horfeback,  and  com- 
ing to  me,  Kifs'd  me,  faying,  Dear  Mo- 
ther are  you  alive  ?  And  then  we  fell  to 
weeping* 


He  told  me  that  his  Father  was  quite  ^ 
Superannuated,  and  befide  himfelf,  which  ^ 
made  him  conceal  the  Letter  from  him, 
that  the  Plantation  which  my  Mother  had 
left  me  was  in  his  PofTeffion  ;  fo  for  the 
Produce  of  it  he  ^avc  a  Hundred  Pounds 
engaging    to   be  my  tiufly  and  faithful 

Steward. 
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Steward.    Indeed  in  all  his  A<5lions,  he  pro* 
ved  a  moft  dutiful  and  tender  Child,  allot- 
ting Servants  to  wait  upon  me,  and  treat- 
ing  me  with  as  great  Splendour,  as  if  I  had 
been  a  Sovereign  Princefs.    I  prefented 
him  with  a  Gold  Watch,  and  taking  my 
Leave  of  him,  after  I  had  acquainted  him 
that  I  intended  to  marry  with  a  Gentleman 
who  came  over  with  me.    I  fet  Sail  in  a 
Sloop  my  Son  had  provided,  and  came  fafe 
to  my  own  Plantations  again,  bringing  ov^r 
with  me  three  fine  Horfes  with  curious 
Harnefs  and  Saddles,  fome  Hogs,  two  Cows, 
and  a  great  many  other  Things. 


When  I  had  related  all  this  very  good 
Fortune  to  my  Hufband,  he  lifted  up  his 
Hands  in  an  Extacy  of  joy,  and  gave 
lhanks  to  Heaven  for  this  fudden  and  io 
happy  a  Change.  Soon  after  this  arrived  a 
Cargo  from  England,  which  my  Gover- 
nefs  had  fent  me;  with  three  Women  Ser- 
vants ;  which  made  my  Hufband  amazed, 
efpeclally  w^hen  I  aflured  him,  that  they 
were  paid  for.  How  fays  he,  was  I  de- 
ceived, when  I  married  a  Wife  in  Lanca^ 
Jbire ;  I  think  I  married  a  Fortune  and  a 
good  Fortune  too. 

I  had 


C  23  3 

I  had  taken  care  to  buy  tbofe  Things 
for  my  Hufband  which  I  knew  he  took  a 
Delight  to  wear;  as  two  good  long  Wigs 
two  Silver  hiked  Swords,  three  or  four 
Sne  Fowling  Pieces,  a  fine  Saddle,  with 
Holfters  and  Piftols,  very  handfome,  with 
I  Scarlet  Cloak ;  and  in  one  IVord,  every 
thing  I  could  thing  on  that  might  poflibly 
oblige  him,  and  to  make  him  appear,  as 
he  really  was,  a  veiy  fine  Gentleman,  I 
jnuft  not  omit  informing  my  Readers  that 
one  of  the  Wenches  my  Governefs  fent  us 
happened  to  come  double,  having  been  got 
with  Child  by  one  oi  the  Seamen,  in  the 
Ship,  as  {he  owned  afterwards,  before  the 
Ship  got  fo  far  as  Grave/end  ;  fo  flie  bro*t 
us  a  ftout  Boy  about  feven  Months  after 
her  Landing. 


After  my  Brother's  or  former  Hufband^s 
Death,  my  Son  yifited  us,  where  my  dear 
Hufband  made  him  moft  exceeding  wel- 
come; and  truly  no  Perfon  could  be  blefs'd 
with  a  more  dutiful  Child.  In  this  happy 
Manner  wx  lived  for  the  Space  of  20  years 
refolving  to  Ipend  the  remainder  of  our 
Days  in  a  fincere  Penitence  for  the  wicked 
Lives  we  had  lived.    And  this  we  fliall  do 

by 
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by  our  extenfive  Charity,  and  liberal 
Hofpitality  to  ail  Men. 

Thus  far  have  we  given  an  account  of 
Moll  Flanders,  taken  from  her  own  Memo- 
randums, to  which  we  fliall  add,  that 
we  have  an  Account  from  Virginia,  that  flie 
died  lately,  having  prepared  for  that  Charge 
with  the  greateft  Piety  and  Devotion.  And 
as  (he  perceived  her  Diffolution  to  draw  near, 
fhe  bequeathed  feveral  Legacies  for  charitable 
Ufes ;  and  dying  her  Funeral  was  performed 
with-  great  Solemnity,  being  interred  in  St 
Mary's  Church  in  Virginia ;  on  whom  this 
Epitaph  Avas  written, 

Newgate  thy  dwelling,  with  thy  Beauty, 

made  thee/ 
A  Goddefs  feem;  and  that  alone  betray'd 

thee. 

Twelve  Years^  a  Whore,  a  V/ife  unto  thy 
brother. 

And  fuch  a  Thief,  there  fcarcc  could  be  ano- 
ther. 

Unwearied  Traveller !  -when  e'er  you  roam  ; 
Lo!  in  this  Place  remote  to  find  a  Tomb; 
Tranfported  hence  to  cHeav'n  'tis  hop'd 

'thou'rt  fent :  . 
Who  wicked  liv'd,  but  dy'd  a  Penitent. 


FINIS. 


